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Chapter 1: Purpose and Need for Action

Introduction

Congress designated portions of the Rio Mameyes, Rio de la Mina and Rio Icacos as National Wild &
Scenic Rivers (NWSR) through the Caribbean National Forest (CNF) Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of

2002 (P.L. 107- 563 December 19, 2002). These rivers were added to the National Wild and Scenic
River System under the authority of the Wild and Scenic River Actof 1968. Thi s Act was p
select rivers of the Nation which possess outstandingly remarkable scenic, recreational, geologic, fish

and wildlife, historic, cultural, or other similar value, and to protect these values and the rivers in a

freef | owing condition. o

This environmental assessment documents the analysis used to develop the required Comprehensive
River Management Plan (CRMP) which outlines the direction intended to protect and enhance CNF
Wild and Scenic River values and protect its free-flowing condition. This environmental assessment
also amends the specific management direction for the three rivers from the CRMP into the
Caribbean National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan (LRMP), which was approved in
1997.

The area being analyzed encompasses approximately 2,848 acres which are publicly owned and
under the administration of the USDA Forest Service. The alternatives analyzed in this environmental
assessment address the direction for management actions occurring on National Forest system lands.

Proposed Action

The proposed action is to approve the CRMP for the Wild and Scenic Rivers on the CNF and to

amend the CNF6s LRMP, incorpor at ieatdmAlteimaive @aThea g e me
following is a general description of the proposed direction. A more detailed description of the

direction can be found in Chapter 2, Alternatives.

All Segments

A variety of recreation opportunities are provided throughout the watershed. These activities will be
dispersed as much as possible in order to alleviate potential overcrowding or use conflicts. Access

points such as trailheads and parking lots are strategically located in the corridor and watershed to aid
inthe dispersal of recreation use. Il nterpretation of t
will be available in various forms to the public from low-key, off-site interpretive materials and

technologies to interpretive displays and signs at appropriate locations. No type of watercraft or

inflatable water play items will be allowed on any of the rivers.

Wild Segment

Management of the wild segment of the Rio Mameyes corridor will focus on protecting and preserving
natural processes with minimal human influences. Access to the area is limited to Forest Service
Road #27 (East Peak Road) which is outside of the Rio Mameyes corridor.

Scenic Segment

Management of the scenic segment of the Rio de la Mina and Rio Icacos corridors will be focused on
maintaining and enhancing the near-natural environment. The riverbanks will be largely dispersed and
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primitive and are accessible in places by trails or roads. Recreation management will be designed to
provide a natural-appearing setting with limited improvements.

Recreational Segment

Management of the recreational segment of the Rio de la Mina and Rio Mameyes corridors will be
focused on providing natural-appearing or culturally-influenced settings. The river may be readily
accessible by trails and roads. Recreational activity will be established to protect the resource and
complement the setting. Certain recreation controls will be implemented related to capacity and
activities.

Purpose and Need for the Proposed Action

The purpose of this project is to fulfill the requirements of Section 3(d)(1) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers
Act (WSRA) that states that Athe Federal agenc)
of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System shall prepare a comprehensive management plan to
provide for the protection of river values. The plan shall address resource protection, development of
lands and facilities and other management practices necessary or desirable to achieve the purposes

of this Act. The plan shall be prepared, after consultation with State and local governments and the
interested public within three full fiscal year:

Decision to Be Made
Given the purpose and need, the Responsible Official (Forest Supervisor) will review the proposed
action and the other alternatives in order to make the following decision:

A Select the No-action Alternative (deferring action); or

A Select an action alternative; or

A Select a modified action alternative.
Should a decision be made to select an action alternative or a modification of an action alternative, the
actions would be documented in the Comprehensive River Management Plan and used to amend to
the Caribbean National Forests Land and Resource Management Plan.

Summary of the Planning Context

The National Forest Management Act of 1976 requires the preparation of Forest Plans to direct
management of each National Forest. The Caribbean National Forests Land and Resource
Management Plan (Forest Plan) is the guiding document for National Forests lands located in
northeastern Puerto Rico. The Forest Plan outlines Forest-wide direction and specific direction for
Management Areas, portions of the Forest assigned similar management goals and objectives. The
primary Forest Plan direction for the river corridors is included in the Forest-wide direction and
Management Area 9 (Scenic and Recreation River Corridors) direction.

The Forest Plan will be amended as necessary to incorporate any new management direction that is
identified as a part of the river management planning process.

Public Involvement

The Caribbean National Forest began the CRMP process on April 11, 2005, when a letter was mailed
to approximately 100 individuals and/or organizations, soliciting comments concerning the
development of the CRMP. This same information was used to develop a news release that was sent
to area newspapers and posted on the CNF website, www.fs.fed.us/r8/caribbean.
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The Forest received 7 written responses representing a variety of interests. Responses to the CRMP
process were mostly supportive. See Appendix B

Issues

The following issues were identified by the public, the Forest Service, and other agencies through
outreach efforts during the past year. The response to these issues will be evaluated in Chapter 3 1
Environmental Consequences. During the process, major issues were identifited as follows:

1. How to protect and enhance the Scenic, Recreational, Fish and Wildlife, Botanical, Historic and
Cultural Values and resources of the River Corridors?

2. How to protect and enhance the free-flowing condition in the corridors?

3. How to protect and maintain water quality of wild and scenic rivers?

4. There were concerns related to types and distribution of recreational ooportunities and activities
allowed in the corridor.
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Chapter 2: Alternatives

This section describes the alternatives the Forest Service considered. It also addresses the
alternativesd effects on the issues introduced

Range of Alternatives

The range of alternatives developed and analyzed by the interdisciplinary team was driven by the
purpose and need underlying the proposed action, and by the major issues responding to the
proposed action. The alternatives are based on
guidelines, objectives and standards that will protect the Outstandingly Remarkable Values of Rio
Mameyes, Rio de la Mina and Rio Icacos.

Alternative 1 (No Change in Management Direction)

This alternative allows for the application of the existing goals, standards, and guidelines that are
present in the Caribbean National Forests Land and Resources Management Plan to the Wild and
Scenic Rivers. The direction for Management Area 9 (Scenic and Recreation River Corridors) and for
Wild and Scenic Rivers Management Direction would remain unchanged. The corridor boundary
would be located approximately ¥ mile from the banks of the streams.

Pages 4-47 to 4-50 of the 1997 Revised Land and Resource Management Plan for the Caribbean
National Forest state:

Wild and Scenic Rivers (ForesWWide Management Direction)

Desired Future River segments recommended for designaa®iVild, Scenic or

Condition Recreation have been formally designated by Congress. Managemen
which emphasize protection of the rivers and their outstandingly
remakable values are developed and implemented.

Goals Manage recommended river segments to preserve their outstanding
remarkable values that make them eligible. (See also Management Al

Table 4-3. Wild, Scenic and Recreation River Recommendations

River Classifications Length Miles

Rio Mameyes Wild 2.1 miles
Scenic 1.4 miles
Recreation 0.9 miles

RioLa Mina Scenic 1.2 miles
Recreation 0.9 miles

Riolcacos Scenic 2.3 miles

Manage these rivers in such a manner as to protect and enhanakeiés
for which they were found eligible for designation.
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Standards and
Guidelines

Wild Rivers

Timber

Water Supply
Hydroelectric
Power

Flood and Erosion
Control

Road Construction

Recreation
Development

Structures

Wild segments will be kept free of impoundments, accessible onl
trail. Maintain shorelines in an essentially primitive condition (free
structures and modifications of the waterway suchriggapping and
channelization). Maintain current water quality.

Scenic segments will remain free of impoundments, have largely
primitive shorelines, and be accessible only at certain poyntesads

Recreation segments may be paralleled by roads,dwame developmer
along shorelines, and have low intensity impoundments or dive
works, provided the waterway and its surroundings are generally n
in appearance.

S 1. Develop management plans with speaifianagement
requirements for designated rivers after designation. Pattern
specific directions after the generic management direction in
Chapter 8.2 of the Land and Resource Management Planning
Handbook (FSH 1902.12). Pending designation and the
subsequencdevelopment of a river management plan(s), the
following management direction will be implemented to ensure
protection of the qualities that make the rivers eligible.

S 1. Cutting of trees is not permitted except when needed in assoc
with a primitive recreation experience (such as clearing for t
and protection of users) or to protect the environment (suc
control of fire).

S 2. All water supply dms and diversions are prohibited.

S 3.  No development of hydroelectric power facilities is permitted.

S 4. No flood control dams, levees, or erosion control work is allowt

S 5. No roadsor other provisions for overland motorized travel are
permitted within 1/4 mile of the riverbank.

S 6. Major publicuse areas, such as large picnic areas, interpretive
centers, or administrative headquarters are located othsidild
Rivers area. Recreation developments are limited to trails and
unobtrusive bridges and signs, and improvements necessary f
resource protection.

S7. A few existing structures could be allowed assuming ¢
structures are not incomiale with the essentially primitive an
natural values of the river and its corridor. New structures are
allowed except in rare instances to achieve management obje
(e.g. structures and activities associated with fisheries enhanc
programs ould be allowed).
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Scenic Rivers

Timber S 1
Water Supply S2.
Hydroelectric S 3.
Power

Flood and Erosion S 4.

Control

Road Construction S 5.

Recreation S 6.

Development

Structures S7.
Recreation

Rivers

Timber S 1.
Water Supply S2.
Hydroelectric S3.
Power

Flood and Erosion S 4.

Control

Road Construction S 5.

Timber demonstration is located at least /4 mile away from rive
suitable for Scenic River designation. Vegetation treatments foi
wildlife habitat improvement iallowed provided that such
practices are carried on in such a way that there is not substan
adverse effect on the river and its immediate environment. The
should be maintained in its near natural environment.

All water suppy dams and major diversions, that would have a
direct and adverse effect on the values for which the river area
included in the National System, are prohibited. Modest diversi
are allowed only if there would be no direct and adverse effect
river values.

No development of hydroelectric power facilities is allowed.

Flood control dams and levees are prohibited. Erosion control
treatments can be implemented if they do not detract from river
values.

Roads should generally not be visible from the rivers suitable fc
Scenic River designation. No new road construction is permitte
within '/4 miles of such rivers.

Larger scale public use faitiés, such as large picnic areas, publi
information centers, and administrative headquarters are well
screened from rivers suitable for Scenic River designation. Moc
and unobtrusive recreation facilities are permitted.

New structureshat would have a direct and adverse effect on riy
values are not allowed.

Timber demonstration is located at le#4tmile from rivers
suitable for Recreation River Designation. Vegetation treatmen
for wildlife habitat improvement are allowed provided that such
practices are carried on in such a way that there is not substan
adverse effect on the river and its immediate environment. Woc
debris is allowed to remain along the river bed and its banks.
Low dams, diversion works, rip rap, and other minor structures
allowed provided the waterway remains generally natural in
appearance.

No development of hydroelectric power facilities is allowed.

Flood control dams and levees are prohibited. Erosion control
treatments can be implemented if they do not detract from river
values.

Paralleling roads could occur on one side of the river. There ca
several bridgesrossings and numerous river access points. Ne\
road construction is limited to access and parking for developet
recreation sites.

CNF Wild and Scenic River - Environmental Assessment
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Recreation S 6. Picnic areas and trails constructed may be in close proximity to
Development river.

Structures S 7. New structures are allowed for recreation use.

Page 4-104 of the Revised Land and Resource Management Plan for the Caribbean
National Forest states:

Management Area 91 Wild, Scenic and Recreation River Corridors

Desired Thismanagement area is established to provide increased
Future protection for river segments recommended for Wild, Scenic or
Condition Recreation River designation, where these rivers are outside other

highly protective management areas (Wilderness and Research
Natural Areas).

These rivers and their corridors continue to exhibit the
outstandingly remarkable characteristics that made them eligible
for Scenic or Recreation River designation.

Goals The Rio Icacos remains free of impoundments above the existing
hydroelectric facities. Improve water quality of the Icacos by
reducing sedimentation from landslides and PR 191.

Improve recreation opportunities and water quality on the Rio
Mameyes by providing recreation facilities at Puente Roto.

Provide opportunities for treatmevd. control research to the

extent such use does not detract from Scenic or Recreation River
gualities. Recognize that the Rio Icacos corridor includes forest
and soil types not available for experimental use elsewhere on the

Forest.

Standards and

Guidelines

Rio Icacos S 1. Maintain ditches and culverts on the section of PR 191 closed to public
S0 as to reduce the incidence of concentration of water flow onto slopes pr
landslides.

S 2. Stabilize areas of exposed sm@lised by landslides as described in the

watershed protection standards and guidelines.

Rio Mameyes G 1. Complete project design and NEPA analysis for a picnic area at Puente

Reduce water quality impacts and improve recreation experience\oglipgp
improved parking, trails, garbage collection and toilets, to the extent fundin
permits.
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FIGURE 1. MANAGEMENT AREA 9 - WILD/SCENIC/RECREATION RIVER CORRIDORS
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Alternative 2 (Approve the CRMP for the Wild and Scenic Rivers on the CNF and to amend the
CNF6s LRMP)

This alternative would approve a CRMP based on EA findings and will amend the Forest Land
Management Plan and Management Area 9 standards and guidelines to emphasize protection while
managing devel oped and dispersed recreation of
Monitor over-concentration of uses in the river corridor at La Mina Falls and Puente Roto. Improve

parking within the immediate river corridor but avoids over-concentration of uses. Provide an

i nterpretive program and provide information an:t
current water quality within the watershed. All resource management activities are restricted or

modified to be compatible with the river resource. Adopt a corridor boundary, approximately ¥ mile

from each stream bank, as the management boundary for the corridors in MA 9.

River Plan Goals

This plan establishes a more detailed set of goals, desired future condition, standard and guidelines
for our rivers. These planning elements are included in the forest-wide direction for WSR and
Management Area #9. The current LRMP direction will be amended. It will be named Forest Plan
Amendment #3.

All River Segments

A variety of recreation opportunities will be available throughout the watersheds. These activities are
dispersed in order to alleviate potential overcrowding or use conflicts. Access points such as

trailheads and parking lots are strategically located in the corridor and watershed to aid in the

di spersal of recreation use. I nterpretation of
available in various forms to the public from low-key, off-site interpretive materials and technologies to
interpretive signs at appropriate locations. Based on the topography, trail classification, the large

boulders that are found along the river and its banks and the mostly isolated location of the rivers, No

type of watercraft or inflatable water play items will be allowed on the rivers. For these same reasons
horses, mountain bikes and ohvds are not all owec

Wild Segment

The Rio Mameyes is located in the Bafio de Oro Natural Area which is a Research Natural Area.
There are some research trails found in this natural area. Management of the wild segment will have
limited access to persons doing research. All research must be properly permitted. The area will be
managed to retain its general dispersed nature. Access is limited via Forest Service Road #27 (East
Peak Road) which is outside of the river corridor. The limited access and activity in this area will
basically allow nature to run its course without human intervention or interaction.

Scenic Segment

Management of the scenic segment of the river corridor will be focused on maintaining and enhancing
the near-natural environment. The riverbanks will be dispersed and primitive, but may be accessible in
places by trails. Recreation management will be designed to provide a natural-appearing setting.
Research activity on or near these segments will be consistent free-flow and protecting river values for
the visual impact they may cause. The Rio Icacos is more diverse than Rio de la Mina and Rio
Mameyes because of its length and location. No developed facilities are found near these river
corridors. The scenic segments are located in isolated areas and are not easily to get to. There

CNF Wild and Scenic River - Environmental Assessment 14



natural setting and isolation make them very attractive to those that are willing hike through
challenging terrain.

Recreational Segment

Management of the recreational segment of the river corridor will be focused on providing recreation in
natural-appearing or culturally-influenced settings.

A capacity study should be conducted to establish maximum capacity during high use periods. Puente
Roto and La Mina Falls are heavily visited during holidays and summer weekends.

Parking areas should be delineated at Puente Roto and Angelito trailhead to establish and manage
capacity at this areas. The feasiblity of adding other improvements at the Puente Roto recreation area
will be studied. Improvements could include sanitary facilities, picnic grills, tables, and picnic shelters.

Forest Plan Amendment # 3 Forest Wide Direction

Desired Future  River segments have been designated by Congress (CNF

Condition Wild and Scenic River Act, December 2002) as Wild, Scenic
and Recreation rivers. These river segments will be
managed to preserve their outstanding remarkable values
and free-flowing conditions.

Wild Segment

The Rio Mameyes has the only Wild Segment and it
originates in the Bafio de Oro Natural Area which is a
Research Natural Area. Management of the wild segment of
the river corridor will be focused on protecting and preserving
natural processes with minimal human influences and have
limited access. Access to the area is limited to Forest
Service Road #27 (East Peak Road) which is outside of the
Rio Mameyes corridor and has controlled access.

Scenic Segment

Management of the scenic segment of the river corridor will
be focused on maintaining and enhancing the near-natural
environment. The riverbanks will be dispersed and primitive,
but may be accessible in places by trails. Recreation
management will be designed to provide a natural-appearing
setting with limited improvements. Research activity on or
near these segments will be monitored for the visual impact
they may cause.

Recreational Segment

Management of the recreational segment of the river corridor
will be focused on providing river-oriented recreation in

CNF Wild and Scenic River - Environmental Assessment 15



Goals

natural-appearing or culturally-influenced settings. The river
may be readily accessible by roads and trails. Recreational
activity will be established to protect the resource and
complement the setting. Certain recreation controls will be
implemented related to activities and accommodations.
Recreational improvements such as trailheads and river
access points are available at La Mina Falls at the end of Big
Tree Trail, LaMina Trail, and at Puente Roto on PR 988.

All River Segments

Manage to maintain the unique characteristics and scenic
values of the river corridors. Generally allow natural
processes to determine the composition and distribution of
plant species. Control invasive plants and species.

Manage streams for Mountain Mullet, River Shrimp and
Goby where conditions are favorable. Identify where
population inventories indicate self sustaining populations.

Scenic River Segments

Emphasize river oriented recreation opportunities favoring
hiking, viewing wildlife and nature observation.

Manage use to provide a level of contact among visitors and
i mpacts to the Outstanding
consistent with the river classification. Implement the Limits
of Acceptable Change (LAC) concept to monitor levels of
use within the river corridor.

Recreation River Segments

Control and eradicate invasive fauna.

Emphasize river oriented recreation opportunities favoring
hiking, viewing wildlife and nature observation.

Manage use to provide a level of contact among visitors and

i mpacts to the Outstanding
consistent with the river classification. Implement the Limits
of Acceptable Change (LAC) concept to monitor levels of
use within the river corridor.

Improve parking layout and access to river at Puente Roto
Improve public awareness and understanding of the
Out standing Remarkabl e Val ue
National Wild and Scenic River System.

Provide access for use and enjoyment of the rivers consistent
with the river classification at Big Tree Trail, Angelito Trail, La
Mina Trail and La Coca Trail.

Address capacity issues at La Mina Falls and Puente Roto

CNF Wild and Scenic River - Environmental Assessment
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Table 4-3. Wild, Scenic and Recreation Rivers (Designated Dec. 2002)
River Classifications Length Miles
Rio Mameyes Wild 1.6 miles*
Scenic 1.4 miles
Recreation 1.0 miles
Rio de la Mina Scenic 1.2 miles
Recreation 0.9 miles
Rio Icacos Scenic 2.3 miles

*Corrected length.

Standards and S 1. Develop management plans with specific management

Guidelines requirements for designated rivers after designation.
Pattern specific directions after the generic management
direction in Chapter 8.2 of the Land and Resource
Management Planning Handbook (FSH 1902.12).
Pending designation and the subsequence development
of a river management plan(s), the following
management direction will be implemented to ensure
protection of the qualities that make the rivers eligible.

Wild Rivers

Timber S 1. Cutting of trees is not permitted except when needed in
association with a primitive recreation experience (such
as clearing for trails and protection of users) or to protect
the environment (such as control of fire).

Water Supply S 2. Allwater supply dams and diversions are prohibited.

Hydroelectric S 3. No development of hydroelectric power facilities is

Power permitted.

Flood and Erosion S 4. No flood control dams, levees, or erosion control work is
Control allowed.

Road S 5. No roads or other provisions for overland motorized
Construction travel are permitted within 1/4 mile of the riverbank.
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Recreation
Development

Structures

Visual Resource

Vegetation
Management

Wildlife and Fish
Resource

Geology

Cultural
Resources

S 6.

S7.

G 1.

G2

G 3.

G 4.

G 5.

S 8.

S9.

S10.

G 6.

Major public-use areas, such as large picnic areas,
interpretive centers, or administrative headquarters are
located outside the Wild Rivers area. Recreation
developments are limited to trails and unobtrusive
bridges and signs, and improvements necessary for
resource protection.

A few existing structures could be allowed assuming
such structures are not incompatible with the essentially
primitive and natural values of the river and its corridor.
New structures are not allowed except in rare instances
to achieve management objectives (e.g. structures and
activities associated with fisheries enhancement
programs could be allowed).

Manage to maintain the unique characteristics and
scenic values of the river corridors.

Follow the Scenery Management System (SMS)
guidance when implementing the Forest Plan.

Use native plant species where possible when restoring
impacted sites.

Allow woody debris to accumulate along river and
shorelines to maintain natural character of river.

Manage habitat of Mountain Mullet streams as a first
priority.

Trap and remove feral cats, dogs and mongoose.

No hunting or fishing is allowed.

No mining activity to occur. Rock extraction is
prohibited.

Manage historic sites consistent with forest-wide
standards. Stabilize and protect existing sites.
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Scenic Rivers

Timber

Water Supply

Hydroelectric
Power

Flood and

Erosion Control

Road
Construction

Recreation

Development

Structures

Visual Resource

Vegetation
Management

S 1

S 2.

S 3.

S 4.

S 5.

S 6.

S7.

G 1.

G2

G 3.

Timber demonstration is located at least '/4 mile away
from rivers suitable for Scenic River designation.
Vegetation treatments for wildlife habitat improvement is
allowed provided that such practices are carried on in
such a way that there is not substantial adverse effect
on the river and its immediate environment. The river
should be maintained in its near natural environment.

All water supply dams and major diversions, that would
have a direct and adverse effect on the values for which
the river area is included in the National System, are
prohibited. Modest diversions are allowed only if there
would be no direct and adverse effect on river values.

No development of hydroelectric power facilities is
allowed.

Flood control dams and levees are prohibited. Erosion
control treatments can be implemented if they do not
detract from river values.

Roads should generally not be visible from the rivers
suitable for Scenic River designation. No new road
construction is permitted within '/4 miles of such rivers.

Larger scale public use facilities, such as large picnic
areas, public information centers, and administrative
headquarters are well screened from rivers suitable for
Scenic River designation. Modest and unobtrusive
recreation facilities are permitted.

New structures that would have a direct and adverse
effect on river values are not allowed.

Manage to maintain the unique characteristics and
scenic values of the river corridors.

Implement the Scenery Management System (SMS)
when implementing the Forest Plan.

Use native plant species where possible when restoring
impacted sites.
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Wildlife and Fish
Resource

Cultural
Resources

Geology

Special Uses

Dispersed
Recreation

Recreation Rivers

Timber

G 4.

G 5.

S 8.

SO.

G 6.

S10.

S11.

S12.

G 6.

S13.

S14.

S15.

S 1

Allow woody debris to accumulate along river and
shorelines so as to maintain natural character of river.

Manage habitat of Mountain Mullet streams a first
priority.

Trap and remove feral cats, dogs and mongoose.

No hunting or fishing is allowed.

Manage historic sites consistent with forest-wide
standards. Stabilize and protect existing sites

No mining activity to occur. Rock extraction is
prohibited.

Limit land-based permits to groups of no more than 15
(including guides) from the date the CRMP is signed.

Allow access to La Mina site and Rio de la Mina Trail
only to guided tours by Special Use Permit.

Implement i P a-it-ik and Pack-ttout 6 and #fAL
Traceo concepts.

Allow primitive camping at designated areas by permit
only. No camping within 100 feet of rivers. Evidence of
use to be noticeable but not dominant. No fires or fire
rings allowed. Use only commercial cooking apparatus

Only hikers permitted on trails. No horses, bikes or
OHVO6s are permitted on tra

Tubes and rafts are not permitted in rivers.

Timber demonstration is located at least */4 mile from
rivers suitable for Recreation River Designation.
Vegetation treatments for wildlife habitat improvement
are allowed provided that such practices are carried on
in such a way that there is not substantial adverse effect
on the river and its immediate environment. Woody
debris is allowed to remain along the river bed and its
banks.
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Water Supply

Hydroelectric
Power

Flood and Erosion

Control

Road
Construction

Recreation
Development

Structures

Special Uses

Geology

Dispersed and
Developed
Recreation

S 2.

S 3.

S 4.

Sb5.

S 6.

S7.

S 8.

S9.

S10.

G 1.

S 11.

G2

G 3.

Low dams, diversion works, rip rap, and other minor
structures are allowed provided the waterway remains
generally natural in appearance.

No development of hydroelectric power facilities is
allowed.

Flood control dams and levees are prohibited. Erosion
control treatments can be implemented if they do not
detract from river values.

Paralleling roads could occur on one side of the river.
There can be several bridges crossings and numerous
river access points. New road construction is limited to
access and parking for developed recreation sites.

Picnic areas and trails constructed may be in close
proximity to the river.

New structures are allowed for recreation use.

Limit land-based permits to groups of no more than 15
persons (including guides).

Allow access to La Mina site and Rio de la Mina Trail
only to guided tours by Special Use Permit.

No mining activity to occur. Rock extraction is
prohibited.

Emphasize river oriented recreation opportunities
favoring hiking, viewing wildlife and nature observation.

Allow primitive camping at designated areas by permit
only. No camping within 100 feet of rivers. Evidence of
use to be noticeable but not dominant. No fires or fire
rings allowed. Use only commercial cooking apparatus

Manage use to provide level of contact among visitors
and impacts to the Outstanding Remarkable Values that
is consistent with the river classification. The Limits of
Acceptable Change (LAC) concept to monitor level of
use within the river corridor.

Modify corridor boundary to include Quebradas Juan
Diego and La Coca for the purpose of monitoring water
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S12.

S13.

S14.

S15.

G 4.

S16.

S17.

S18.

Interpretation G 5.

S19.

Soil and Water G 6.

G7.

G 8.

Trail Management G 9.

S20.

guality and minimize trash impacts at these sites.

Implement i P a-it-ik and Pack-ttout 0 and AL
TraceoO concept.

Only hikers permitted on trails. No horses, bikes or
OHVO6s are permitted on tra

Tube and rafts are not permitted in rivers.

Conduct site condition inventory to determine use
patterns, site conditions and their specific limits to be
monitored. Rehabilitate degraded sites and if necessary,
relocate or restrict use at those sites.

Limit use of music and sound equipment.

Prohibit BBQ grills within full bank stage at all river
segments.

Prohibit glass containers within full bank stage at all river
segments.

New development, bridge replacements, and landslides
reconstruction will be designed to minimize disturbance
of riparian areas.

Improve public awareness and understanding of the
Out standing Remarkabl e Val
the National Wild and Scenic River System.

Focus wildlife interpretation on highly visible species.

Complete a water quality monitoring Plan.

Monitor water quality above and below recreation
segments.

Stabilize dispersed recreation sites that have exposed
and/or highly compact erodible mineral soil.

Manage trails for hiking use only compatible with the
LRMP and the Outstanding Remarkable Values of the
corridors.

Provide access to for use and enjoyment of the rivers
consistent with the river classification at Big Tree Trall ,
Angelitodbs Trail, La mina
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Modified Management Area 917 Wild, Scenic and Recreation River Corridors

Desired

Future

Condition

Goals i

All Rivers

Goals -

Rio Icacos S
G
S
S

Rio Mameyes G

G

This management area was established to
provide increased protection for river
segments designated Wild, Scenic or
Recreation Rivers for the Rio Mameyes,
Rio de la Mina and Rio Icacos.

These river and their corridors will continue
to exhibit the outstanding remarkable
characteristics that made them Wild,
Scenic and Recreation Rivers.

All rivers remain free of impoundments
within the existing forest boundary.
Periodically monitor all rivers to confirm
their Outstandingly Remarkable Values are
being maintained.

Provide opportunities for treatment vs.
control research to the extent such use
does not detract from Wild, Scenic or
Recreation River qualities. Recognize that
the Icacos River corridor includes forest
and soil types not available for
experimental use elsewhere on the Forest.

Access the river through natural openings found along PR
191 South.

Improve water quality by reducing sedimentation from
landslides and PR 191.

Maintain ditches and culverts on the section of PR 191
closed to public traffic so as to reduce the concentration of
water flow onto slopes prone to landslides.

Stabilize areas of exposed soil caused by landslides.

Improve recreation opportunities and water quality by
providing facilities at Puente Roto.

Continue to provide garbage collection and periodic clean-
up along the river bank at Puente Roto.
Conduct a capacity study for Puente Roto

Improve the parking layout at Puente Roto.
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G Provide adequate signage and interpretation which
emphasi zes the concept of-ltl
and Pack-It-Ou t o .

RiodelaMina G Continue to provide garbage collection and periodic clean-
up along the river banks.

G Conduct a capacity study for the La Mina Falls area.

G Modify Scenic Corridor boundary to include portions of
Quebrada Juan Diego and Quebrada La Coca.

FIGURE 4-10. MANAGEMENT AREA 9 - WILD/SCENIC/RECREATION RIVER CORRIDORS

(Revised)
GRAFICA 4-10. ZONA DE MANEJO 9 - CORREDORES DE RIOS
SILVESTRES/PANORAMICOS/RECREACIONALES
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